
Are you spending too much time 
publishing your data (catalogue, directory,

price list, etc.)?

Do you want to be able to publish 
your data quickly and easily,

in a variety of different formats?



What is CatBase?

CatBase is a database publishing application that makes it easy to pub-
lish your data in print, as files, and on the Internet. It does this by automati-
cally formatting the text (and, with certain publishing destinations, pictures)
according to specifications that you set up in CatBase.

You can use the CatBase database to manage your data completely, or
you can use CatBase simply to format data that you maintain on another sys-
tem. To do this, you export the data from your other system and then import it
into CatBase.

Once your data is in the CatBase database, it can be published in various
ways:

• In print
• As delimited (plain text) files
• As HTML documents
• As a Web server.

You can also send faxes, emails, and letters, and produce labels directly
from the database if it contains contact details.
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Publishing Data in Print with CatBase

With CatBase you can publish your data in print using any of the following
programs:

• QuarkXPress
• PageMaker
• Multi-Ad Creator (Macintosh only)
• PagePlus
• Any program that supports RTF tags

How it works
1. You set up Style Sheets, which determine the formatting on a para-

graph level.
2. You set up Export Style Sheets, which describe which data to include

and how to sort and format it.
3. Select the data you want to publish and export it from the database

using one of your Export Style Sheets. This creates a text file which contains
your data plus all the formatting instructions.

4. Import the text file into your page layout template.
5. The data is automatically organised and formatted according to your

specifications.

Click on the arrow to see an example using QuarkXPress.



Publishing with QuarkXPress: 1

1. Set up one or more Style Sheets:



Publishing with QuarkXPress: 2

2: Set up one or more Export Style Sheets:

Export Style Sheets tell CatBase what data to include and how to sort and
format it.



Publishing with QuarkXPress: 3

3: Select the records you want to publish:



Publishing with QuarkXPress: 4

4: Choose Export … from the File menu and select an Export Style Sheet
and Export Format:

5: Click on OK and export the data to a text file.
6: Open up your page template in QuarkXPress.



Publishing with QuarkXPress: 4

7: Import the data into your Quark template. The text (and, optionally,
pictures) is automatically formatted for you:

(Note: picture placement requires the use of the Xtags Quark Xtension.)



Publishing as Text Files

It can be useful to create delimited text files containing your data, so that
the data can be transferred to another system or used for merging into letters
using a word processor, for example.

With CatBase you can easily create tab- or comma-delimited or fixed-
length text files.

Click on the arrow to see an example showing how to create a comma-
delimited text file.



Publishing as Text Files: 1

1. Set up an Export Style Sheet and set the relevant preferences on the
Preferences 1 page:

(This example can be found in the Demo Database.)



Publishing as Text Files: 2

2. Select the records you want to export:



Publishing as Text Files: 3

3. Choose Export … from the File menu and select the Export Style
Sheet and Export Format you want to use:

4. Click on OK and export the data to a text file.



Publishing as Text Files: 4

When the export has finished, you will have a text file that looks some-
thing like this:



Publishing as HTML Documents

You can publish your data as HTML documents which can be viewed by
any Web browser, such as Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator. This for-
mat is very useful for displaying on your web site or for distribution.

Through your Export Style Sheet, you control such factors as the number
of items to be displayed on a page, page header and footer, whether to
include pictures, the background picture or colour for the pages, and so on.

You can also have an Index page automatically created.

You can optionally publish the data as a table.

Click on the arrow to see an example of publishing HTML documents con-
taining tables of your data.



Publishing as HTML Documents: 1

1. Set up an Export Style Sheet:

In this example we have told CatBase to create a table.



Publishing as HTML Documents: 2

2. Select the records you want to publish:



Publishing as HTML Documents: 3

3. Choose Export … from the File menu and select the appropriate
Export Style Sheet and Export Format:

4. Click on OK and export the data. CatBase will create a series of HTML
documents (the number of documents depends upon the number of records
being exported, and the number of records per HTML page).



Publishing as HTML Documents: 4

5. Start up your web browser and open up one of the HTML documents
CatBase just created. Our example page looks like this:



Running CatBase as a Web Server

Your CatBase database can function as a web or intranet server. You
don’t need any additional software; just install CatBase on a server that is
appropriately connected to the Internet or your office network.

We provide a sample web site so that you can try the web server feature.
You just need to change a few settings and you’re in business! You’ll probably
want to design your own web site, though, and we provide the “hooks” into
the database so that you can display your data however you want.

Running CatBase as a web server is described briefly in Chapter Three in
the Demo Manual, and in detail in Chapter Six in the Reference Manual.

Click on the arrow to see a screen shot showing the sample web site.



Running CatBase as a Web Server

This is what the sample web site looks like:

You can easily change the banner and the description, or you can design
a completely new web site.



Sending Emails

If your database contains information about people or companies, includ-
ing their email addresses, you can send emails directly form the database. 

You can send individual emails to one or two specific contacts, or you can
send bulk emails to a selection of contacts in one go.

You just need to have an internet connection set up on your computer,
complete an Email Account screen in CatBase, and then create and send
your emails:



Sending Faxes

If you are using a Macintosh computer, and if you have details on compa-
nies in your database, you can send faxes directly from the database:

Note: This feature requires the add-on word processing module, 4DWrite.



Letters

If your database contains name and address details, you can send letters
directly from the database:

Note: This feature requires the add-on word processing module,
4DWrite.



Labels

CatBase’s built-in label editor makes it easy to create labels in any size,
with graphics and data merged from the database:



The Database

CatBase is a relational database in which four basic tables have been set
up. We have named these tables Companies, Products, Contacts, and
Product Details, to reflect the way in which they are most likely to be used;
however, you can name them anything you like.

Each table comprises a number of fields of various types. Again, we have
given the fields names that you might like to use, but you can change the
field names, and you can specify which fields should or should not appear on
the data entry screens.

You can do all the usual database functions with CatBase (searching,
sorting, reporting, and so on), and in addition you can publish the data in vari-
ous different ways (as described in the Publishing Data section of this docu-
ment). 

Your data can be entered into the database manually, or it can be import-
ed from just about any other database or spreadsheet on any platform.

CatBase runs on Windows 95, 98 and NT, and Macintosh computers.



The Database: 2

CatBase is available in two single-user versions and also as a multi-user
(network) version.

CatBase single-user allows you to enter any number of records into each
table.

CatBase LE is the lower-cost version suitable for smaller projects. It is
limited to 1,000 records per table.

The database has been set up so that it is very versatile and can handle
many different types of projects. However, if you need it to do something spe-
cial, it can be customised in any way necessary.

If you would like to explore CatBase in more detail, we suggest that you
get the fully functional Demo version. This does everything that the full pro-
gram does, but is limited to 50 records per table. The Demo can be down-
loaded from our web site at www.catbase.com, or you can call us on and
request a CD (0700 CATBASE or 0700 2282273). You can also look at the
Reference Manual, which describes the program’s features in detail, by down-
loading chapters form the web site or finding them in the Documentation fold-
er on the CD.

http://www.catbase.com


Importing Data

Data can be imported into CatBase from virtually any other database or
spreadsheet, form any computer system. You simply save the data from that
application into a delimited text file. The format of the file can be tab- or
comma-delimited, or fixed-length. You then set up an Import Format in
CatBase, which lets you specify the fields to be imported and their order, the
type of the text file, and then previews a few records from the import file so
that you can check that everything is set up correctly.

Imported data can be used to update existing data in the database. For
example, you may receive a file containing updated product prices from your
accounting system. The file could be imported into the CatBase database, the
product records matched up according to their product codes, and the prices
automatically updated in the database.

You’ll find an example import in Chapter Seven of the Demo Manual, and
importing is described in detail in Chapter Eight of the Reference Manual

Click on the arrow to see an example of an Import Format.



Importing Data: 2

An example Import Format:

In this example, there is a field in the import file that we don’t need; by insert-
ing an “Extra Field” we have told CatBase to ignore this field.



Technical Support

Technical support is provided free of charge for six months after purchas-
ing CatBase. Thereafter a Technical Support Contract can be purchased for
£100 per year (single-user); £300 per year (multi-user). All Technical Support
contracts include free program upgrades.

Support is provided by telephone, fax, and email.

We also provide on-site training. Please contact our Sales Department for
details.



Who’s Using CatBase?
Examples of the type of publications for which CatBase is being used.

British Dental Trade Association: Trade Show Catalogue



Who’s Using CatBase?

Cranes Today: Product Directory



Who’s Using CatBase?

Bartercard: Member Directory



Who’s Using CatBase?

Education Yearbook: Directory of International Colleges



Who’s Using CatBase?

English Tourist Board: “Where to Stay” Guide Books



Who’s Using CatBase?

Interior Design Handbook: Directory of products and services



What do do next?

If you would like to try CatBase for yourself, you can do so by using the
fully functional Demo version. It does everything the complete program does,
but is limited to 50 records per table. It comes with a Demo Manual, which
takes you through the main features of the program.

To find out more detailed information about any of CatBase’s features, the
complete Reference Manual is available in PDF document format. This can be
downloaded from our web site, or if you already have the Demo CD, you’ll
find it in the Documentation folder.

If you have any questions, please contact CatBase Software by any of the
following methods:

• Send an email to info@catbase.com
• Pick up the phone and dial 0700 CATBASE (0700 2282273)
• Send a fax to 01920 877917

We promise to respond promptly to all enquiries!

If you’re convinced that CatBase is what you need, please print out the
order form on the next two pages to order your copy.

http://www.catbase.com


Order Form Page One

CatBase LE: £395 (1,000 records per table) .................................... ____________

CatBase Single-User: £695................................................................ ____________

CatBase Multi-User -- 2 Workstations: £1,795 .................................. ____________

CatBase Multi-User -- ___ Workstations (CALL us for price) ............ ____________

XTags (picture import Xtension for QuarkXPress): ___ @ £199: ...... ____________
Indextension (Indexing Xtension for QuarkXPress): ___ @ £99:...... ____________
4DWrite (word processing plug-in; necessary for composing emails, 

faxes,  and mailshots in CatBase): ___ @ £95: .............. ____________
Fax Modem + FaxExpress software: £150

(Macintosh only) ...................................................... ____________
FaxExpress Software Only (plug-in for sending faxes;

Macintosh only; suitable modem required): £50 .............. ____________

Subtotal: ............................................................................................£ __________

Add VAT at 17.5% (UK and EU addresses): ....................................£ __________

Delivery: UK addresses: .................................................................... F R E E!
Non-UK Addresses: Airmail: £20 ......................................£ __________

Courier: £50....................................£ __________

Total: ..................................................................................................£ __________



Order Form Page Two
Payment Details         All prices quoted are in £ sterling

Cheque Enclosed  Charge my:      Visa        MasterCard       Diners Club        BarterCard

Card Number: _________________________________ Expiry Date: ____________

Signature:       _________________________________

Name: ________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Telephone: __________________ Fax: ________________ Email: _____________________

IMPOR TANT!!!!!
I will be running CatBase on:         Macintosh             Windows 95/98        Windows NT
Note: For CatBase Multi-User, you need to specify the server operating system; the workstations can be
any combination of Mac and Windows 95/98/NT. Windows 95/98 is not recommended for a server .

CatBase Software Ltd. FREEPOST SG455, Ware, Herts. SG12 8BR
(50 The Maltings, Stanstead Abbotts, Herts. SG12 8HG UK)

Fax: 01920 877917 (+44 1920 877917)   Phone: 0700 CATBASE (0700 2282273) Email: sales@catbase.com
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